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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO SSO-OO SSM-03 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 AID-05 /066 W 

070449 271452Z/75 

O 271431Z APR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8474 

INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 

AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 

AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

USINT BAGHDAD 

AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

AMCONSUL IERUSALEM 

AMEMBASSY IIDDA 

AMEMBASSY DOHA 

AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 

AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

AMEMBASSY MANAMA 

AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 

AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 

AMEMBASSY RABAT 

AMEMBASSY SANA 

USMISSION SINAI 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PEPR EG IS US XF MASS 

SUBJECT: PRESS TREATMENT OF PEACE PROCESS 
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SUMMARY. PRESS APRIL 27 HIGHLIGHTS SADAT'S "URGENT 
MESSAGES" TO ARAB CHIEFS-OF-STATE ABOUT MIDDLE EAST 
SITUATION. CARTER "DETERMINED" TO GO AHEAD WITH AIR- 
CRAFT PACKAGE, BUT AHRAM WONDERS IF CARTER S OPTIMISM 
JUSTIFIED GIVEN ISRAELI STAND ON SETTLEMENTS, WITHDRAWAL, 
AND CONTINUED OIL EXPLOITATION IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 
AHRAM CARTOON SEES AMERICAN PRESSURE ON ISRAEL AS "SOFT". 
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GOE CLEARLY HOPING FOR U.S. VICTORY IN "TEST OF WILLS" 

WITH BEGIN AND DAYAN. END SUMMARY. 

1 . SADAT MESSAGES. PAPERS HEADLINE SADAT'S "URGENT 
MESSAGES" TO ARAB KINGS AND HEADS OF STATE WITHIN 
"FRAMEWORK OF CONSULTATIONS" ON MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 
AND EFFORTS TO GUARANTEE "REALIZATION OF ARAB DEMANDS". 
MESSAGES SENT TO MOROCCO, JORDAN, KUWAIT, UAE, QATAR, 
OMAN, BAHRAIN, TUNISIA, SOMALIA, AND SPECIAL MESSAGE SENT 
TO SHAH. NO DETAILS ON CONTENTS. 

2. U.S. ROLE. AHRAM HEADLINED "CARTER DETERMINED" TO 
PROCEED WITH AIRCRAFT PACKAGE. PRESS NOTED PACKAGE WILL 
GO TO HILL ON FRIDAY INSTEAD OF WEDNESDAY TO ALLOW 
ADMINISTRATION MORE TIME TO CONSULT WITH KEY CONGRESS- 
MEN. AHRAM EDITORIAL NOTES CARTER'S OPTIMISM ABOUT 
PEACE PROCESS BUT ALSO NOTES ISRAEL'S POSITION ON SETTLE- 
MENTS, WITHDRAWAL AND CONTINUED "ILLEGAL" OIL PROSPECT- 
ING, AIDED BY U.S. COMPANIES, IN "ISRAELI-HELD EGYPTIAN 
TERRITORIES". EDITORIAL WONDERS IF CARTER S OPTIMISM 
JUSTIFIED. AHRAM CARTOON PORTRAYS AMERICAN PRESSURE AS 
"SOFT" ON ISRAEL, AS BEGIN PROTECTED FROM UNCLE SAM S 
SPANKING BY PILLOW OF "U.S. AID". 

3. SYRIA. AHRAM HAS SMALL, FRONT-PAGE STORY ENTITLED 
"AMERICAN OFFICIAL PRAISES SYRIA'S STAND". CITING AP 
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WASHINGTON, STORY REPORTS ASSISTANT SECRETARY SAUNDERS 
SAYING SYRIA "A MAIN PARTNER" TO REACH COMPREHENSIVE 
SETTLEMENT AND HAS NOT RULED OUT PARTICIPATION IN PEACE 
PROCESS. SAUNDERS FURTHER REPORTED SAYING THAT "SYRIA 
PLAYED A SECRET AND EXTREMELY POSITIVE ROLE" IN EFFORTS 
TO SETTLE SITUATION IN SOUTH LEBANON. AKHBAR NOTES 
SAUNDERS JUSTIFYING AMERICAN AID TO SYRIA. 

4. COMMENT. PRESS COMBINES IMAGE OF "ACTIVE EGYPT", 

DOING WHAT IT CAN WITH ARABS TO FURTHER PEACE PROCESS, 
WITH EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN ABOUT EFFECTIVENESS OF 
AMERICAN PRESSURE ON ISRAEL. GOE WARILY HOPING FOR U.S. 
VICTORY IN "TEST OF WILLS" TAKING PLACE IN WASHINGTON. 
PRAISE FOR SYRIA NEVER APPRECIATED HERE, REGARDLESS OF 
OCCASION. F.TI.TS 
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